
 

PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
December 5, 2017 

 
Therese Longe, Chairperson, called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. at 851 S. Eton. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:   Ross Kaplan, Therese Longe, John Meehan, Ryan Ross,  
     John Rusche, Art Stevens and Bill Wiebrecht 
           
MEMBERS ABSENT:   Lilly Stotland 
      
STUDENT  
REPRESENTATIVES PRESENT: Ben Gould, Groves Student  
     Joey Kummer, Seaholm Student 
 
ADMINISTRATION:   Lauren A. Wood, Director of Public Services 

Carrie A. Laird, Parks and Recreation Manager 
Sean Campbell, Assistant City Planner 
Connie J. Folk, Recreation Coordinator 

 
GUESTS:     Jeanette Aiello, Sonia Cannon, Angela Kadro, Omar Kadro,  
     Zane Kadro, Bruce Guentheu, John Jackson,  
     Intessar Mansour-Winn, Molly Mitchell, John Morad,  
     Pat O’Neill, Birmingham Little League president and  
     Dave Palmeri, Cindy Rose     
 
It was moved by Art Stevens, seconded by Ryan Ross the minutes of the Tuesday, November 
14, 2017 regular meeting be approved. 
 
Yeas – 7 Ross Kaplan, Therese Longe, John Meehan, Ryan Ross,     
  John Rusche, Art Stevens and Bill Wiebrecht 
Nays – 0 
Absent-1 Lilly Stotland 
 
Therese Longe requested a motion to amend the December 5, 2017 Parks and Recreation 
Board Agenda to place agenda item number 2 Naming Contest Little Free Library for Booth Park 
as the first agenda item. 
 
It was moved by Bill Wiebrecht, seconded by Ryan Ross to amend the December 5, 2017 Parks 
and Recreation Board Agenda to place agenda item number 2 Naming Contest Little Free 
Library for Booth Park as the first agenda item. 
 
Yeas – 7 Ross Kaplan, Therese Longe, John Meehan, Ryan Ross,     
  John Rusche, Art Stevens and Bill Wiebrecht 
Nays – 0 
Absent-1 Lilly Stotland 
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AGENDA ITEM #1 – Naming Contest Little Free Library for Booth Park  
Therese stated that staff from the Department of Public Services organized a naming contest 
for the Free Little Library that is located at Booth Park.   
 
Therese stated that this is our second naming contest.  The first Little Free Library is located at 
Barnum Park and is an owl.  Therese stated that the naming contest was opened to students in 
the Birmingham Public Schools and City of Birmingham residents and there were seven entries 
received but only five met the criteria.  
 
Carrie stated that there are three blue dots for each Parks Board member and that the board 
member will place a dot next to their three favorites.  
 
Therese stated that once the dots are placed Carrie and Connie will confirm the dots and then 
the Parks and Recreation Board will vote again with the single red dot. 
 
AGENDA ITEM #1a – Naming Contest Finalist 
Therese stated that the three finalists are Demeter, Hogsworth and Pig A Book. 
 
Therese stated to the Parks and Recreation Board member’s to take their red sticker and cast 
their vote for the winner. 
 
AGENDA ITEM #1b – Naming Contest Winner 
Therese stated that the winner of the naming contest is Hogsworth that was entered by Henry 
Wheeler. 
 
AGENDA ITEM #2 – Birmingham Little League – Revised Donation Agreement  
Lauren stated that this item previously came before the Parks and Recreation Board in July, 
2017 for which the Parks and Recreation Board approved the donation agreement between the 
City of Birmingham and Birmingham Little League (BLL) in the amount of $219,000 for 
improvements to fields #2 and #3 at Kenning Park. 
 
Lauren stated that the change from July until now is the donation amount of $303,000 and the 
attorney drafted the Donation Agreement and signed by the Birmingham Little League which 
details the arrangements for the donation for improvements to Fields #2 and #3 at Kenning 
Park. 
 
Lauren stated that if the Donation Agreement is supported by the Parks and Recreation Board it 
will be provided to the City Commission for review and consideration at the December 11, 2017 
City Commission meeting.   
 
Lauren stated the remaining park fields will continue to function under existing conditions and 
uses.  Lauren stated that the donation is for fields #2 and #3 at Kenning Park and the current 
permitting procedure will still be in effect. 
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Pat O’Neill stated that after meeting with the City of Birmingham it was determined that the 
initial donation of $219,000 was not sufficient and Birmingham Little League (BLL) were asked 
to revise their contribution based on the latest cost estimates, for which the BLL have done so 
in the amount of $303,000.   
 
Pat stated that BLL has been played baseball at Kenning Park for seventy (70) years and 
reiterated that BLL is just asking to beautify the park and to improve the baseball fields. 
 
Bill Wiebrecht stated that the amount of the donation should be reflected as up to $303,000   
because if the construction costs come in less than the difference would be refunded to BLL. 
 
Bill stated under Exhibit A under Field Usage number 1 states, “In consideration of their 
donation to renovate two Little League baseball fields (Fields 2 and 3) at Kenning Park, BLL 
shall have the first right of refusal for use of these fields for the next 20 years (thru 2038), 
subject to BLL continuing to be the most frequent user of these fields.” 
 
Bill stated that after (thru 2038), for the months of April through July only, because otherwise 
the inference is that BLL has the right of refusal for any use of the fields year round. 
 
Pat stated that some of the BLL tournament teams practice at Kenning Park, weather permitting 
through October, but BLL has always requested permits for dates and times. 
 
Ross Kaplan stated that in Exhibit A under General Terms number 4 states, “The donation from 
BLL to renovate two Little League baseball fields comprised of Fields 2 and 3 in Kenning Park 
shall not limit or restrict the City if any planned future uses of Kenning Park” and as use read 
under Field Usage, number 2, second sentence it states, the City agrees to make available 4 
baseball fields at Kenning Park. 
 
Ross stated based on the 2014 Master Plan the fields were shifted to the north because of the 
parking of the skating and based on the new plan it does not give that opportunity to put four 
fields without compromising the open space and it is not soccer space but open space and may 
be used for anything. 
 
Pat stated that in the original Master Plan the south end of the parking lot that is between the 
park and the skate park was going to be removed which would have allowed three fields on 
that easterly boarder but without that and also with some push back for eliminating all of those 
trees in that south east corner it was decided this was not going to happen. 
 
Therese stated that shortly after the Master Plan was presented and accepted by the City there 
was significant concern from the neighbors at that point of time about relocating this field and 
about the walking path and about the connector but there was never support to implement it in 
that way and there was less support in moving the tennis courts over to the corner lot at Eton 
and Lincoln.    
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Therese stated the city hopes to complete improvements to some of the fields and to improve 
the playground and to do some of the pathways on the westerly side, it is very true that nobody 
is considering at this point relocating that field to the southerly area near Cheltenham because 
of trees, privacy concerns and also because of the grading, wetness and the cost. 

Therese stated the Parks and Recreation Board is reviewing a rewrite of the donation 
agreement that the Parks and Recreation Board approved in July with a different figure of 
$303,000 instead of the $219,000 and all of the other terminology is the same.  The specifics 
about land values and use is something for the City Commission to discuss and if the donation 
amount is sufficient, although it was agreed upon by the City Manager and City Attorney. 

Therese stated that the Parks and Recreation Board received many letters that were in the 
board packet last month from residents encouraging the board not to accept the donation or to 
allow any change to Kenning Park and board also received many supports of accepting the 
donation agreement.  The board received a handful of new emails that were presented to board 
members but were not in board packets prior to distribution. 
     
Therese stated that the City of Birmingham does support soccer but the city does not provide 
facilities in the way or neighboring City of Troy offers.   The City of Birmingham offers open 
space so that the area may be used for open play, football, throwing a frisbee or having a 
picnic.   
 
Theresa stated the city has improved the open space for the purpose of playing soccer at 
Pembroke, Crestview and Barnum. 
  
Therese opened the meeting up for public comments on the Donation Agreement between the 
City of Birmingham and the Birmingham Little League. 
 
Molly Mitchell stated she is concern about traffic and noise and if lights and sound will be 
added. 
 
Lauren stated that there will be no lights or sound added and that the donation is for grading 
and irrigation for Fields #2 and #3. 
 
Jeanette Aiello stated that the donation agreement between the City of Birmingham and BLL 
should be shortened to a three year donation agreement. 
 
John Morad stated that BBL is looking to improve field #2 and field #3 at Kenning Park. 
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To support and endorse the acceptance of the revised Donation Agreement between the City of 
Birmingham and the Birmingham Little League in the amount of $303,000 for improvements as 
it relates to Fields #2 and #3 at Kenning Park. 
 
Yeas – 7 Ross Kaplan, Therese Longe, John Meehan, Ryan Ross,     
  John Rusche, Art Stevens and Bill Wiebrecht 
Nays – 0 
Absent-1 Lilly Stotland 
 
AGENDA ITEM #3 – Birmingham Rock Painting Program 
Sean Campbell stated that Public Arts Board is interested in establishing a Birmingham rock 
painting program under the name “Birmingham Kindness Rocks Project”. The conceptualized 
project takes after a nation-wide movement called “Kindness Rocks Project,” which involves 
painting miniature rocks with positive messages and placing them in random locations across 
the City. Participants are encouraged to share pictures of painted rocks on social media before 
hiding them and upon discovering them. 
 
Sean stated the project is intended to inspire creativity in all ages and energize people to 
explore the different areas of the city while placing and finding the rocks along the way. The 
Board expressed an interest in the project as it would require little to no funding and would also 
engage the community in a fun activity. 
 
Sean stated the subcommittee discussed designating various locations in city parks where 
participants would collectively drop their rocks. It is envisioned that these designated “rock 
cluster gardens” could advertise the program further by reaching out to passersby and park 
users. Informative and decorative signage could also be incorporated into these sites to provide 
a quick overview of the program and how to participate.  Attendees of the kick-off meeting 
could be divided into several groups to design rocks based on a chosen theme to place at their 
designated location. Lastly, attendees would be encouraged to paint rocks to drop in other 
locations in Birmingham parks. 
 
Sean stated some possible locations for the designated rock cluster gardens, subject to Parks 
and Recreation Board input and approval and include Barnum Park, Booth Park, Linden Park, 
Pembroke Park, Poppleton Park and Quarton Lake Park. 
 
Sean stated rock painting projects are gaining national attention and are already taking place in 
Birmingham and other neighboring communities. For example, a group of volunteers from St. 
James Church in Birmingham has begun a Kindness Rocks-inspired project by painting small 
rocks and placing them with the gravel pit between the building and sidewalk along Martin 
Street. The Church has also erected a sign to inform passersby about the Kindness Rocks 
movement and its mission to spread positivity through rocks with kind messages on them. 
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Therese asked what size of rocks would be used.   
 
Sean stated the size of rocks has not been determined but the Public Arts Board would be 
guidelines to state what size rocks would be used. 
 
Therese stated there are concerns of graffiti, and the number of potential locations of the 
proposed parks for the Birmingham Rock Painting Program. 
 
Ross asked where would individuals purchase the rocks and would they be native to Michigan.   
 
Sean stated that guidelines would be created to prevent that non-toxic paint would be used.  
 
Bill stated that he does not see the point in going out and picking up a rock and painting it or 
making that a project.   
 
Sean stated that most communities that offer the rock painting program is not a program that is 
endorsed by the local government and it is usually done as a grass root project. 
 
Therese stated that the Parks and Recreation Board is not comfortable about recommending a 
motion to support the Birmingham Rock Painting Program since there is not enough information 
an there are several concerns. 
 
Ross stated that during the Booth Park project, tiles were created to be installed on the 
playground and several of the tiles had to be filtered out based on content.   
 
Lauren stated the Department of Public Services administration concerns would be safety, 
maintenance issue on possible damage to equipment and property. 
The Parks and Recreation Board took no action on the Birmingham Rock Painting 
Program. 
 
COMMUNICATION/DISCUSSION ITEM #1 Public Notice Announcements for the Parks and 
Recreation Master Plan 
Lauren provided to the Parks and Recreation the announcements for the Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan 
No Action was taken by the Parks and Recreation Board 
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COMMUNICATION/DISCUSSION ITEM #2 Signed petitions to approve Donation 
Agreement between Birmingham Little League and the City of Birmingham 
 
Signed petitions were provided to the Parks and Recreation Board for the approved Donation 
Agreement between Birmingham Little League and the City of Birmingham 
No Action was taken by the Parks and Recreation Board 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
No unfinished business 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
Connie stated that the elections for the Parks and Recreation Board Chairperson and Vice-
chairperson will occur at the January Parks and Recreation Board meeting.  
 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA: 
  
Therese stated the next meeting will be held on Tuesday, January 9, 2018 at 6:30 pm at DPS. 
 
The meeting was adjourned.   
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:05pm 
Connie J. Folk, Recreation Coordinator 
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